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Our Vision

Bhartiya Shiksha Board (BSB) has developed a national education
system that seamlessly integrates cutting-edge scientific research in
brain development, child psychology, and learner-centric pedagogical
approaches with the venerable traditions of our indigenous schooling
model — the Guru Shishya Parampara. In doing so, the BSB curriculum
embodies a balanced synthesis of wisdom from ancient Indian
knowledge systems (IKS), and contemporary scientific advancements
and technology.

Aligned with the guidelines of the National Curriculum Framework
(NCF 2023), the Board lays significant emphasis on Competency Based
Learning, and the cultivation of 21st-century skills among students, right
from the Foundational Stage up to the Secondary Stage. This approach
aims to nurture critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, essential for
lifelong learning and success in a dynamic world. Moreover, the Board
acknowledges the pivotal role of continuous professional development
of educators, to ensure that they are equipped to transact the curriculum
effectively and maximize student learning outcomes.



Bharat Bodh

A Series of Social Science Textbook for Classes VI to VI
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This Series of Social Science learning resources at the Middle Stage for classes VI to
VIIl includes the following:

e The textbooks titled Bharat Bodh

Bharat Bodh is the name of the series of Social Science textbooks for classes VI to VIII.
True to its name, this Series introduces the rich cultural heritage of Bharat, and helps its
readers to become a global citizen, along with being a proud Bharatiya.

e Digital learning content titled e-Bharat Bodh

e Teacher resource books
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We are pleased to introduce Bharat Bodh, a Series of Social Science textbooks for classes VI to
VIII (middle stage). The study of Social Science helps to develop an interdisciplinary approach to
explore the society holistically. It also helps in understanding the relationship between
the individual and society, social institutions, and organisations. Social Science also develops a
deep interrelationship with nature and the environment. The salient features of Bharat Bodh are
described below.

Main features of the Series

The Series of Bharat Bodh is inspired by the guiding principles of National Education Policy
(NEP) — 2020 and National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE) — 2023.
This Series imbibes the objectives of studying Social Science as a subject as suggested in the
NCFSE — 2023, which are:

Understanding how society functions Building Capacity for inquiry in Social Science
Becoming a responsible human being and a contributing citizen

Through this Series, we welcome all our readers in a world, where curiosity knows no bounds,
and the pursuit of truth is a collective endeavour. The textbooks of this Series are a culmination of
sustained and selfless attempt to create an indigenous, yet modern education system in Bharat.
We delve into the rich mosaic of human behaviour, philosophy, culture, and society through the
lens of various disciplines within the textbooks. The content has been planned to sensitise children
toward respect for the nation and family values, care for the environment, and natural resources.
As per the guidelines of National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE) — 2023 for
the Middle Stage, Social Science is largely based on the following themes rather than disciplines.

» People and Culture

» Livelihoods of People

» Human - Environment Interconnectedness and Interaction

» Democracy and Governance

Through these themes, we have tried to cover every aspect (History, Economics, Geography and
Political Science) of Social Science to understand the different functions of society. All the topics
that are covered under these themes are vertically progressed in the textbooks for classes VI to
VIII. For example, under the theme People and Culture, we have kept the four topics such as:

I.  Different sources of information to study people and their culture,

Il.  Evolution of society,

IIl.  Continuity and changes in the functioning of society, and

IV. Pride of Bharat

These thematic topics mentioned above are shown in the textbook’s content such as:
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» Topic | is vertically progressed as: Reading and Analysing Sources of Information about
People and Culture in class VI, Oral history as a Source of Information in class VII, and Media
— Source of Information about People and Culture in class VIII.

» Topic Il is vertically progressed as: Beginning of Social Life in class VI, Social Resurgence
Through Bhakti Movement in class VII, and Political Awakening in Bharat in class VIII.

» Topic lll is vertically progressed as: Continuity and Changes in Society in class VI, Cultural
Continuity and Changes in Society in class VII, and Continuity and Changes in Education
System in class VIILI.

» Topic IV is vertically progressed as: Bharat's Unique Unity in class VI, Great Heroes of
Bharat in class VII, and Our Great Heroes of Freedom Movement in class VIII.

Accordingly, other three themes and their topics are also in vertical progression in all the textbooks
as mentioned in content pages.

All the themes are planned with an integrated multidisciplinary approach, meeting all curricular
goals, and competences. The content of each theme is relatable and age — appropriate, drawing
on the latest research, with real life examples, and serves as a prompt to enhance the capacity of
young minds. Each theme is carefully planned, covering all the levels — local, regional, national,
and global proportionately.

The textbooks of this series are designed to spark curiosity, provoke critical thinking, encourage
interaction, and focus on a conceptual understanding rather than lining up facts to be memorised.
There is a smooth integration of varied subjects to give a holistic approach with competency based
learning. It would also help in developing the capacity of inquiry and understanding of conceptual
structures within Social Science.

d

Interpretation of facts

Indian rootedness Environment literacy
Competency-

Vocabulary enrichment based Formative assessment

learning in

Bharat Bodh
Multidisciplinary thinking Sustainable lifestyle

Ethical and moral Data and information
reasoning literacy

All the activities and exercises given in the textbooks have been designed to develop the
21st-century skills such as critical thinking, communication skills, creativity, collaboration, and

learning by doing.

One of the main attractions of Bharat Bodh is the inclusion of the traditional art forms of Bharat.
These different folk art forms are used in illuminating the cover pages of the textbooks such as
Bhil art is used in Class VI, Cheriyal art is used in Class VII, and Jado Patiya art is used in Class
VIl on the front and back cover pages. The description of all these art forms has been given on
the back cover of each textbook.
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Content for Class Vi

Theme |
People and Culture

Unit 1 : Reading and Analysing Sources of Information
about People and Culture

Unit 2 : Beginning of Social Life
Unit 3 :  Continuity and Changes in Society
Unit 4 : Bharat’s Unique Unity

Theme I

Livelihoods of People

Unit5 : Agriculture as Livelihood

Theme il
Human-Environment Interconnectedness and Interaction

Unit 6 : Bharat’s Physical Features
Unit7 : Climate, Weather and Seasons
Unit8 : Resources
Theme IV
Democracy and Governance
Unit 9 : Importance of Equality in Our Family and Society
Unit10 : Need for a Constitution
Unit11 : Role and Functions of Government
Unit12 : Government at the Local Level



Theme |

Content for Class VII

People and Culture

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4

Theme Il

Oral Sources of Information to Study People and Culture
Cultural Continuity and Changes in Bharat
Social Resurgence in Bharat through the Bhakti Movement

Great Heroes of Bharat

Livelihoods of People

Unit 5

Theme lll

Industries as Livelihood

Human-Environment Interconnectedness and Interaction

Unit 6
Unit 7
Unit 8
Unit 9

Theme IV

Bharat’s Biodiversity
Climatic Region
Rivers and Human Life

Resource Distribution

Democracy and Governance

Unit 10
Unit 11
Unit 12

Political Equality
Making of the Constitution

State Government



Content for Class Vil

Theme |
People and Culture

Unit 1 :  Media: Source of Information about People and Culture
Unit 2 :  Continuity and Changes in Education System
Unit 3 : Political Awakening in Bharat
Unit 4 :  Our Great Heroes of Freedom Movement
Theme Il

Livelihoods of People

Unit 5 :  Services as Livelihood
Unit 6 :  Trade as Livelihood
Theme il

Human-Environment Interconnectedness and Interaction

Unit 7 :  Biodiversity Conservation
Unit 8 : Climate Change and Conservation
Unit 9 :  Resource Conservation

Theme IV

Democracy and Governance
Unit 10 : Economic Equality
Unit 11 : Features of the Constitution

Unit12 : Union Government



Highlights of the Textbooks

. L 2 “"”‘0 Importance of Equality in Our
Our Great Heritage +. 9 / Family and Society

Presents Bharat’s rich history, traditions, and achievements to
develop an Indian rootedness, cultural harmony, sense of pride,
admiration, and reverence in learners for the great contributions
of our Rishis and Rishikas.
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Helps learners acquire knowledge and skills of interpretation
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Fosters creativity and innovation in the learners through various
art forms to make education holistic and enjoyable.

Project Work L

Nurtures skills and competencies in the learners to explore and
research their immediate surroundings, leading to their overall
growth and development through multidisciplinary thinking.
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Glossary for Vocabulary enrichment L
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Each chapter has highlighted vocabulary

enrichment through glossary.
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Apply Learning

Gives ample opportunities to apply their knowledge
and 21st century skills through data and information
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Foster a sense of responsibility, critical thinking, environment
literacy, and values to prepare learners to contribute to a
more sustainable lifestyle and equitable world.
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Extended Learning K

Enhances learner’s interest and encourages them to go

beyond the text.
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There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These goals are —
d,and by
st
nl

Collect data regarding effective resource management followed by any one ‘Smarc City/
“Smart Town'/ ‘Smarc Village' of Bharat, and compare it with resource management
followed in the place you live in

framework for addressing global challenges, promoting partnerships,
1 behind, and build

In this unit, SDG 11 has been emphasised, which talks about the
importance of sustainable sources and practices in the context of urban
devel

resource management

* Present a comparative report to discuss in class.

Extended Let

Research and discuss what kind of data (qualitative or quantitative) can be collected
from the following images to get useful information.

Pyramid of Egypt

Newspaper Clipping

Shri Shri Aswaklanta
Temple, Guwahati

Reading and Analysing Sources of nformaton about Peope and Culure (@)

Nurtures ethical and moral values in the learners to
ensure their holistic development.




Glimpses of the Textbooks

Culture and Heritage

Through this textbook, the students will gradually
inculcate pride for the country’s rich legacy of
ancient culture and philosophy.

Philosophy

\se=mmmm=mtr || | Bhakti means devotion. Bhakti movement propagated intense devotion

! to God and preached that there is one divine power which is known by
—am—_— \ different names. Our ancient scriptures have also mentioned the presence
= G | of one Supreme power.

Respect for Nature

Respect for nature is also an integral part of our values and
philosophy. Nature is considered as Mother because natural
resources like rivers, forests, biodiversity, etc., have been
nourishing human beings since the beginning of life.

Awareness for Livelihood

The Series of Bharat Bodh, creates awareness about livelihood among its readers. The aim of the
textbooks is to understand the importance of entrepreneurship as a means of livelihood among
the readers. While discussing the source of livelihood, we have covered all the three sources of
livelihood: agriculture as a primary source; industry as a secondary source; and services and trade
as a third (tertiary) source. These efforts have been made to inspire the readers towards becoming
self-reliant by focussing on indigenous production, manufacturing and delivering the services.
Along with this, an attempt has been made to understand the value of cooperation and inclusive

development in this field by explaining the concept of distributive justice.

|

o o e miiiosd | Agriculture
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: ‘\ Agriculture in Bharat has been given due importance

in Bharat Bodh as it is commonly said —

R S

'——::m | Industry

| Hardwork, honesty, and consistency are the

__/J values which create successful entrepreneurs.

The economy can be taken forward on the path of
development through entrepreneurship in industry.
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Services and Trade

Along with production and manufacturing, services and
trade are also important means of livelihood. They are
very important for the development of any economy. A
learner must have the qualities of a service provider and
a trader along with production and manufacturing to earn
a livelihood.

Democracy and Republic

Bharat Bodh has also highlighted the age-old concept
of Democracy and Republic, prevalent in Bharat. Our
constitution is an example of successful concept of
Democracy and Republic for the whole world.

Pride of Bharat

The Pride of Bharat is in its oneness, the feel of Bharatiyata,
----- ' which binds together people of diverse cultures, traditions, and
regions. People from different backgrounds come together
. during the celebrations of various festivals, making it joyful for
| each other. For example - the harvest festival is celebrated
all over Bharat differently at different times with great zeal
and fervour. This festival is also known by different names at
different places, but the purpose is the same-to be thankful to
nature for providing food, and celebrating a good harvest. Our
— great heroes from different fields are also the pride of Bharat.

They have set an example for the generations to come.
Panchakosha Vikas

Panchakosha Vikas (Five-fold Development) - A keystone in Indian tradition.

A child is a complete being, nurtured through the five koshas or sheaths. The layers are Annamaya Kosha
(physical layer), Pranamaya Kosha (life force energy
layer), Manomaya Kosha (mind layer), Vijnanamaya
Kosha (intellectual layer) and Anandamaya Kosha (inner
self). Each layer exhibits certain distinct characteristics.
The holistic development of a child takes into account the
nurturing and nourishment of these five layers.

Anandamaya Kosha

Vijnanamaya Kosha

Manomaya Kosha

Pranamaya Kosha
Specific types of practices are designed to enable the

development of each of these koshas. However, the
practices are designed keeping in mind that the koshas
are interconnected; therefore, activities focusing on one
aspect also contribute to the development of the others.

Annamaya Kosha

Panchakosha Vikas



Answer to Frequently Asked Questions on BSB Textbooks

Q.1. How can a school get Affiliated/Associated with the Bhartiya Shiksha Board (BSB)?

Ans. Detailed instructions including Affiliation Bye-law are provided on our website. For more details,
please contact via phone or WhatsApp the BSB Customer Support Number: 8954999000 Email:
affiliation@bsb.org.in, BSB Office Hours: Daily from 6:00 AM to 10:00 PM

Q.2. What is the USP of Textbooks developed by Bhartiya Shiksha Board (BSB) and how the BSB
Textbooks are distinct from others?

Ans. The BSB Textbooks have been developed meticulously, selecting the base for modern education.
Appropriate references are given from ancient Indian Traditional Knowledge scriptures, traditional
practices and ethos. The objective is to enable students to grow as global citizens with ‘Bharatiya’
orientation. The content material in the textbooks is consistent in curriculum and in alignment with
national educational standards. The Textbooks reflect the emphasis on the Competency Based Learning
- CBL through a balanced synthesis of wisdom from ancient Indian Knowledge Systems -IKS, and the
21st century skills.

Q.3. Where can I obtain a copy or set of the Textbooks?

Ans. Interested people can visit Bhartiya Shiksha Board website: https://bsb.org.in click on the “Availability
of Books” section, select books and place an order. There are also local dealers of books to know list
of these dealers or for any other assistance, you can contact at following no: Phone / WhatsApp: +91
89549 99000.

Q.4. Provide some details about the team behind the development of the textbooks?
Ans. The Textbooks are developed by experienced subject experts, under the mentorship and guidance of

the leading luminaries in Education, i.e.:

e Science Text Books under the guidance of Dr H C Verma, (Former Professor, IIT Kanpur and
renowned author of many books like ‘Concepts of Physics’).

e Mathematics Text Books under the guidance of Dr Hukum Singh (Former Professor & Dean,
Academics & Head DESM, DEK, NCERT).

¢ Hindi Text Books under the guidance of Dr Pramod Dube (Former Professor, NCERT) and Dr
Ram Darash Mishr (Former Professor, Delhi University and renowned author).

e Social Science Text Books under the guidance of Prof. Madhav Govind of JNU and Prof. S.C.
Rai of DU alongwith Prof. Dr Shri Prakash Singh, DU-South Campus.

e Sanskrit Text Books under the guidance of Prof. Radhavallabh Tripathi (Ex-Vice Chancellor),
Prof. Shri Nivas Varkhedi (Vice Chancellor), Dr. Vijay Pal Shastri (Ex-Professor) - Central
Sanskrit University.

®  English Text Books under the guidance of the professors of DU and subject experts working with
the Directorate of Education.

Q.5. Can teachers or experts provide feedback or suggest improvements for the Text Books of
Bhartiya Shiksha Board?
Ans. Bhartiya Shiksha Board is open to the feedbacks and suggestions for improvements from the experts,

which, after deliberations by the “Text Books Development” teams, will be considered for incorporating
in future editions.

Q.6. Can schools of other Boards like CBSE, ICSE and State Boards, use the Text Books of Bhartiya
Shiksha Board?

Ans. The Text Books developed by Bhartiya Shiksha Board are in consonance with NEP-2020, NCF-FS
2022 and NCF-2023, and follow the national educational standards, hence, can be relevant for other
Boards/Institutions, also.



Q.7.
Ans.

Q.8.
Ans.

Q..

Ans.

Q.10.
Ans.

Q.11.
Ans.

Q.12.
Ans.

Q.13.
Ans.

Q.14.
Ans.

Q.15.

Ans.

Which curriculum is followed by BSB and how is this different from NCERT pattern?

The BSB textbooks are distinct due to their core focus on integrating traditional ‘Bhartiya Gyan
Parampara’ with modern learning approaches and synthesize a balanced approach emphasizing
Competency Based Learning (CBL) aligned with NEP- 2020 & NCF-2023.

Whether BSB textbooks are oriented to prepare students to different competences exam?

Students studying BSB books will be well-equipped for competitive exams because the BSB
curriculum is entirely based on NEP 2020 and NCF 2023. These national frameworks focus on the
same conceptual understanding and competency-based learning required performing well in exams
like JEE and NEET etc, ensuring students receive the necessary foundation to excel.

When are offline/online applications for all categories of affiliation generally permitted to be
submitted according to the Bye-Laws.

Online/Offline applications for all categories within the scope of these Bye-laws shall generally open
on Ist January and shall close by 31st December of a particular calendar year. For more details read
chapter no.10, clause no. 10.4.3 of Affiliation bye-laws.

What does Affiliation and Association mean?

Affiliation means — Schools that are recognized by the State Government up to Class 8 and wish to
get affiliated with Bharatiya Shiksha Board upto Class 10 or 12, or those schools that are already
affiliated with any other education board upto Class 10 or 12 and wish to switch over to Bharatiya
Shiksha Board.

Association means — Schools that are recognised by the State Government up to Class § and are fully
committed to ensuring 100% implementation of all textbooks published by Bharatiya Shiksha Board,
participation in teacher training programmes organised by the Board, and compliance with the Board’s
assessment process during examinations — such schools are associated with Bharatiya Shiksha Board
up to Class 8.

Can the school apply for affiliation even if the land is in two different campus?

If school is already running upto class 8th in one campus and want to take affiliation from 9th to 12th
in other campus. In this scenario the school can still apply for affiliation but the land should be under
the same local government authority and in the same revenue areas. However it has to be decided by
the Board on case to case basis.

Can the school use a common playground of a society or another school?

Yes the school can use another ground but should have a proper permission from the local authority. If
more than one school uses the same play ground then the game period should not be the same. Secondly
it has to be nearby so that student can use that particular playground.

Are there any special provisions to take affiliation for Tribal area and Hilly area’s School?

Yes, there are some special provision for notified Hilly and Tribal areas on the basis of Regional
Characteristics to give impetus to Geo- Economic traditions and Eco-friendly culture of the location and
in notified Tribal areas where BSB has also provided 50% fee concession for school affiliation fees.
Does BSB conduct teacher training?

Yes, every Affiliated/Associated school shall organise Annual Training & Triennial Training. For more
details read chapter no.16, clause no. 16.1 & 16.2 of Affiliation bye-laws.

What are the conditions under which a school’s affiliation with Bhartiya Shiksha Board may be
revoked (Revocation of Affiliation)?

If a School is found violating the provisions of the Affiliation Bye Laws/Examinations Bye Laws of the
Board or does not abide by the directions of the Board, the Board shall have the authority to revoke
affiliation of that school. For more details read chapter no.13, clause no. 13.2 of Affiliation bye-laws.
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Swami Ramdev and Acharya Balkrishna
envision an educational system that
cultivates well-rounded individuals who
are not only intellectually proficient, but
also morally and spiritually grounded.
Their perspective on education seamlessly
integrates traditional Indian wisdom with
contemporary  educational  practices,
focusing on self-realization and holistic
development. They emphasize the
importance of instilling values such as
discipline, respect, and moral integrity in
students. According to them, education
should help build the character and foster
a sense of responsibility towards society
and the nation. True education transcends
textbooks and exams, nurturing the mind,
body, and soul, and equipping individuals
with the necessary 21st-century skills to
positively impact society and the nation, in
the modern world.

The vision of BSB regarding education aims to create a progressive, inclusive, and dynamic
educational ecosystem, that empowers students to become responsible, innovative,
and capable leaders of the future. In the contemporary educational landscape, there is a
growing recognition of the need to integrate modern competencies with ancient wisdom
and cultural heritage. This holistic approach aims to produce well-rounded individuals
who are not only adept in contemporary skills, have the knowledge to prioritize
economic growth, but also remain grounded in their cultural identity and ethical values.
Education should foster scientific and technological advancements with environmental
sustainability. It acts as a catalyst for promoting social justice and equality, shaping a
society where every individual, regardless of their background, has the opportunity to
thrive. Moreover, it encourages student participation and contribution, vital for shaping
the economic, cultural, and democratic environment. Together, these elements forge a
path towards a prosperous, progressive, and harmonious global community.

Dr N. P. Singh

L A. S. (Retd)
Executive Chairman
Bhartiya Shiksha Board



Learning is the true imperishable wealth.

—Thiruvalluvar

The main aim of education is to create human
awareness so that they can understand the
difference between the truth and untruth.

— Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Education is the manifestation
of perfection already in man.

—Swami Vivekananda

Awake, Arise and Educate.
—Savitribai Phule

The purpose of education is to make good
human beings with skill and expertise.

—A.PJ. Abdul Kalam

Bhartiya Shiksha Board

Patanjali Yogpeeth, Phase 1, Delhi—Haridwar National
Highway, Haridwar—249405 (Uttarakhand)

+91 7982817158, 9936442616

e-mail : info@bsb.org.in | website : bsb.org.in




